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Who are we?
Sing Ireland develops and supports 
all forms of group singing in Ireland. 

We provide quality singing experiences and activities and 
support and develop our members and the wider choral 
sector.

What we do?
We reach over 270,000 people of all ages across the island in 

terms of member groups, singers and audiences. 

Our aim is to connect, support and enable group singing 

across all communities.

How we are funded?
We are part funded by the Arts Council and Creative 

Ireland and a range of philanthropic and sponsor 

supporters to achieve our goals
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Group singing in Ireland
Phase 3, beginning on 29th June 2020

Music
Specific recommendations apply to singing, 
choirs and playing musical instruments in 
groups.

Note: All of the above are subject to the 
Phases 3 and 4 restrictions on numbers for 
public gatherings and other important public 
health advice.

Max. 50 people indoors until 20th July and 100 
people indoors after 20th July.

Max. 100 people outdoors until 20th July and 
500 people outdoors after 20th July.

https://www.gov.ie/pdf/77452/?page=7


Choir rehearsals have previously been linked to outbreaks in a number of countries (UK, US, Netherlands, South Korea). 
In addition, there is some evidence emerging that the playing of brass and some woodwind instruments (e.g. trumpets, 
trombones, flutes) in groups may be associated with a higher risk of infection due to increased droplet transmission or 
aerosol emission. 

• Given the potential increased risk of transmission especially due to group singing, choirs and playing brass and some 
wind instruments in groups, the following precautions are recommended: 

Choir practice, teaching and performance, brass and wind instruments music group practice, teaching and performance 
should be done while maintaining very strict physical distancing of a minimum of 2 metres from other people, ideally 
outdoors, limit duration of indoor practice, teaching and performance with frequent breaks to facilitate regular 
ventilation of rooms and instrument cleaning (where applicable); 

Singers, choirs and musicians of brass and some woodwind instruments should consider protective 
equipment and measures to minimise the potential for droplet or aerosol emission 
(e.g. instrument covers, screens, face coverings etc). 

Where group practice or performances are organised, a risk assessment should be carried 
out to minimise the risk to the participants and their audience, including bearing in mind 
the age profile and risk factors of the participants/audience in 
question. 

Government Guidelines



• Research is still ongoing 

• Groups themselves should take on 
the responsibility of deciding 
whether and how face to face 
meetings may be possible for them 
again. 

• Singing is not dangerous but the 
virus is. 

• That simple fact does not reduce 
the risk. 

• Change will be a constant. An 
adaptable and responsive approach 
will be required.

• Continue to monitor advice from 
Governments, the HSE (ROI), the 
HSC (NI)



Suggestions from Sing Ireland

 Prepare yourself emotionally – It will be different and 

not everybody will choose to return.

 A partnership between group committees and artistic staff. 

 Have a Health and Safety officer and conduct a risk assessment. 

 Social distancing, washing hands, wearing masks/visors/protective 

equipment.

 Look at your rehearsal space, numbers attending rehearsals, 

ventilation. 

 Rehearsal rooms and locations will vary hugely. Think about your 

choir or singing group’s specific situation.

 Make a video if access is different or new space being used to help 

everyone understand things put in place before they arrive. 

 Have a single one direction pathway in and out of rehearsal space 

where possible.

 Communicate to singers that they must conduct their own 

individual risk assessment. 



Suggestions from Sing Ireland

 Limit rehearsal length and ideally take place 

outdoors.

 Keep a clear record and contact details of 

those that attend each rehearsal and develop 

a plan that details the steps that will be 

taken should a choir be diagnosed with 

Covid-19

 Comply with social distancing advice from 

NPHET- minimum 2m apart. We recommend, 

in line with international recommendations 

that inside rehearsals have minimum 5m² 

per person



Suggestions from Sing Ireland
• Hand hygiene to be done on arrival to rehearsal 
• & frequent use of hand sanitiser or washing hands

• Singers/musicians don’t share pens/pencils/music/music 
stands/chairs/water bottles/cups.

• Keep the piano/keyboard for just the pianist or 
accompanist.

• What can we do outside of rehearsal? What can we do 
online? 

• Can you meet in smaller groups/sectionals/mini choirs?

• If possible, film and record all rehearsals 

• Set aside funds required for your first post-COVID-19 
concert

• Consider changes to fees/fee structures



Future Webinars and resources

 Visit www.singireland.ie

 Helpful resources and up to date statements

 Future webinar: Risk Assessment Procedures: 30th

July, 2020

 Specific webinars on vocal colour, conducting and 

other topics to be announced in the near future. 

Keep an eye on our website for further details in 

the coming days.

http://www.singireland.ie/

